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Decent) Safe ’ These 515 properties offer decent, safe,

modestly-priced housing to almost half a
AffO I"d ab I e million of America’s most vulnerable
. residents: the elderly, people with
H ousin g disabilities, people of color, and women.

Background of Section 515 Rural
Rental Housing Program

In 1962, Congress amended Title V of
the Housing Act of 1949 to create the
Section 515 Rural Rental Housing
Program. Originally administered by
the USDA Farmers Home
Administration (FmHA), the program is
administered today by FmHA’s
successor, USDA Rural Development.

In many rural communities, Section 515
housing is the only affordable sound
option. It is an essential resource for
elderly people, single-parent families,
the disabled, and other less mobile
residents. It provides them with an
alternative to living alone in housing
they cannot maintain; living in
overcrowded or other substandard
conditions; living in their cars; or

: ing t ing home.
The Section 515 program makes foving to a hursing fome

subsidized loans to developers to build,
acquire, and rehabilitate rural rental From: “Preserving Rural America’s

housing. Since its inception, the Section  Affordable Rental Housing: A Report from

515 program has financed more than the National Rural Housing Coalition,”
526,000 units and today serves almost October 2004, _
475,000 families. http://www.nrhcweb.org/news/515Preservation

Report.pdf.
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What is Rural?

Program: Rural Rental Housing
Objective: Safe, well-built, and affordable
rental housing for rural Americans.
Applicants: Individuals, profit, and non-
profit organizations.

Population: Rural areas and populations
0f 20,000 or less.

The average tenant income in 2003 was $9,168. Seventy-five percent of tenants
received rental assistance subsidy, either through project-based rental assistance
or Section § through vouchers. Although rents were extremely low, averaging
$314 per unit per month, 20 percent of tenants were nevertheless rent-
overburdened, and 7 percent paid more than half their income toward rent.

From: “Preserving Rural America’s Affordable Rental Housing: A Report from the National

Rural Housing Coalition,” October 2004,

http://www.nrhcweb.org/news/515PreservationReport.pdf

Parish Spotlight

Each issue of Multi-Family Focus will

spotlight one parish and provide
information on USDA Rural
Development multi-family housing
program properties in that parish.

Calcasieu Parish
Meadowland Apartments - 16 Units

Park Place Apartments - 32 Units
Stark Place - 32 Units

The Magnolias - 24 Units
Western Gardens - 48 Units
Westlake Manor - 32 Units

Westlake Plaza - 42 Units

226 units of affordable housing for rural

renters in Calcasieu Parish.
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Address Updates,
Questions, and Comments

Please send any comments, questions,

or address changes to:

Yvonne Emerson, Multi-Family
Housing Program Director, USDA
Rural Development, 3727
Government Street, Alexandria,
Louisiana 71302,
yvonne.emerson@la.usda.gov,
telephone (318) 473-7962,

fax (318) 473-7662.
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Contact Us

Alexandria State Office

Yvonne Emerson

Multi-Family Housing Program Director
yvonne.emerson@la.usda.gov

Terri Dauzat
Multi-Family Housing Specialist
terri.dauzat@la.usda.gov

Robert West
Multi-Family Housing Specialist
robert.west@la.usda.gov

Monroe Area Office
Clarence Jones

Multi-Family Housing Specialist
clarence.jones@la.usda.gov

Patricia Kelly
Multi-Family Housing Specialist
patricia.kelly@la.usda.gov

Natchitoches Area Office
Peggy Aycock

Multi-Family Housing Specialist
peggy.aycock@la.usda.gov

Barbara Thompson
Multi-Family Housing Specialist
barbara.thompson@la.usda.gov

Lafayette Area Office
Becky Fontenot

Multi-Family Housing Specialist
becky.fontenot@la.usda.gov

Linda Broussard
Multi-Family Housing Specialist
linda.broussard@la.usda.gov

Amite Area Office

Juiet Schillings

Multi-Family Housing Specialist
juiet.schillings@la.usda.gov

Mary LaMarca
Multi-Family Housing Specialist
mary.lamarca@la.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity lender, provider, and employer.



